@Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

March 9, 2010
The Honorable Robert C. Gates Admiral Michael G. Mullen
Secretary of Defense Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
1000 Defense Pentagon 9999 Joint Staff Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000 Washington, DC 20318-9999

Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen,

We write you today concerned about the recent decision to rescind the invitation to Tony Perkins to
attend the National Prayer Luncheon at Andrews Air Force Base. This action sends a dangerous message and
could have an unfortunate effect on military chaplains.

We are concerned that this type of censorship suggests further pressure within the military to stifle
religious services, forcing chaplains to adhere to “approved politically correct messages” and not preach the
gospel as presented in the Bible. Limiting religious discussion on military installations has the basic effect of
telling chaplains which parts of the Bible are acceptable and which parts are not.

We ask that your office ensure the right of religious freedom for members of the Air Force. We
request your office provide us with the details of how religious views will be protected, especially during the
coming months as “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” is being debated, as well as any other issue in which the Air Force
feels that the Bible and national policy clash. Finally, as a show of good faith, we request that the Air Force
invite Mr. Perkins to another event which would show other chaplains that you have reexamined your position.

Sincerely,

Aack Evpsged Deouy
b e

cc: The Honorable Michael B. Donley
General Norton A. Schwartz

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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